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VfEATHER

i

Theweek was moderately cold, with light to moderate snow over the south-

eastern portion, and no,precipitatlon elsewhere. There was little wind.

CROPS Harvesting of corn has been delayed further because of unfavorable weather

conditions. Refurns indicate that 8_#J of the crop had been husked by December

13 as comoared to 76_ of the hus'_ing do_leted to the same dete a veer a_o: Snow and
especially tha_zing in the field_ make it very difficult to operate mechanical pickers.

Very l_t%le.corn is moving to market. ' '
, L

The present winter wheat outlook generally ranges from good to excellent, ex-

cept for the late seeding in the two southern tiers of counties extending from Gosper

and Frontier east to the Miss ouri"Hiverj >' The, present surface soil moislure supply is

muple throughout the State , Part of the fields are still coversd with snow. Because

of the continued low t emper4tures, ice _as remained on the fields for l0 days or so

and there is beginring to be a little ao'prehension as to how this might affect the

wheat. The ,fact that the ground zs wet, and packed underneath which excludes the air

makes the plant a little more w_lnerabl_. Ordinarily, ice'does not damage wheat.
The December 1 estimate on the 19_S" wheat crop will be released December 18.

Rain and snow prevented the harvesting of some of the sugar beets. Estimates

of unharvested beets in the North Platte Vallev range up to _, Crom 3 to _ in the
Lincoln County area,and a little i_ a few other places. Beets are frozen in. Carlot

shluments of potatoes are considerably behind the movement to date last year.
}

LIVE_STOCK Indications so far are for reduction in cattle feeding operations'this

" season, but a_ increase in lamb feeding. 'There are more rep6rt_ of diffi-
culty '_ "

gettzng corn even at above market pzices. Reoorts indicate that some hogs have

been marketed at light weights and that a heavier maM[et movement might be expo6ted

after January 1. The December pig survey which will &ire the size of the fall pig

crop and farmers intentions as to spring farrowing will be released December 18.

There is more than usual interest in the pig surveys because of the reduced corn crop
and the effects this may have on next year's production of pork in view of the im-

pending shortage of'meatJ C61d, stormy weather since November 1 has more than the
usual _mount of hay in November. "'

/ __ /4--- 7
Issued by the _eather _ureau and the Utate and Federal Departments'of Agri-

culture.

IfEATHZR BUREAU TELZGRAPHIC REPORT OF PRECIPITATIOI_ FOR '_EK E_TDIi,TG D_CEMBER 15, 19_7

Eastern Division Central Division
Western Division

Grand Island .O1 Burwell 0 Chadron 0

Lincoln .25 North Platte O Hayes Oentor 0

Norfolk O Valentine 0 Scottsbluff 0

Omaha .12 Sidney O
Sioux City O
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